Certification for hospice nurses? Assessment of need.
An assessment of need survey questionnaire sent to the hospice nursing community yielded a substantial return (1,550). The respondents overwhelmingly endorsed a certification process. They also emphasized the value of hospice experience and caring personal attitudes over formal educational preparation both for hospice work and for certification purposes. The preferences of these nurses for various elements of a certification process are compared to those revealed in a Delphi study of 16 hospice nursing leaders. Certain of their experimental and demographic characteristics are related to other research findings about the characteristics of hospice nurses.